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Bradley Commission Report 


The Bradley Commission is made up of some 
of America’s most distinguished historians, in- 
cluding the following members of the OAH: 
Kenneth T. Jackson, Marjorie Wall Bingham, 
Robert H. Ferrell, Hazel Hertzberg, Nathan I. 
Huggins, Michael Kammen, William E. Leuch- 
tenburg, Leon F. Litwack and C. Vann Wood- 
ward. The Commission’s major recommenda- 
tions pose direct challenges to several sectors of 
the American educational system. 
qState and local policymakers are urged to 
revamp the social studies curriculum, both 
elementary and secondary, to provide a con- 
tinuing core of history and geography. 

qUniversity departments of history are called 
upon to reorder their priorities, both in teaching 
and scholarship, and to end their isolation from 
the schools. 

{Local school boards and supervisors are urged 


to give teachers the authority to design their 
own courses and methods, and to teach from 
their own individual strengths. 

qTextbook publishers are urged to stop 
overloading their schoolbooks with facts and go 
back to telling a good story, built around 
questions that are meaningful to students. 

The recommendations are based on the prem- 
ise that knowledge of history is essential for 
citizens of a free society, and that schools are 

not devoting ample time to history. Members of 
the Bradley Commission declared that whatever 
careers may lie ahead for students, they will all 
practice the profession of citizen, so that all 
should have the opportunity to learn American, 
European and World history and geography 
through their school years. = 


What do young people need to know about 
themselves, their country and the world? Much 
more than they do now, if democracy is to pros- 
per and we are to raise the level of our public 
debates, say the members of the Bradley Com- 
mission on History in Schools in their recently 
released report, Building a History Curriculum. 

Calling the current history curriculum in U.S. 
schools "seriously inadequate in both quantity 
and quality," the Commission declared that his- 
tory should have a larger and more vital place in 
education. 

= Its report noted that 15 percent of current 
students to not take American history in high 
school, and at least 50 percent do not study 
either World history or Western civilization. The 
Commission urged that the study of history be 
required of all students, whether or not they are 
preparing for college. 





